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But I think that forces have got to be with-
drawn. There has to be an international secu-
rity force there. Otherwise, they won’t come
home. And that’s the important thing.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:06 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The transcript
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Hillary Clin-
ton, Tipper Gore, and Vice President Al Gore.

Proclamation 7195—Peace Officers
Memorial Day and Police Week,
1999
May 10, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Whether working in big cities, suburban

communities, or small rural towns, America’s
law enforcement officers serve each day as
a defense against the forces of crime and bru-
tality. These courageous men and women de-
fend our lives with their own. All too often
they pay the ultimate price for their dedica-
tion, as America saw again this past year
when an armed intruder invaded the United
States Capitol and gunned down Officer
Jacob J. Chestnut and Detective John M.
Gibson. These brave men were husbands, fa-
thers, neighbors, and friends. We must honor
and remember their sacrifice and the loss of
the loved ones they left behind.

We must also remember that the heroes
who died defending the U.S. Capitol were
just 2 of the 61 law enforcement officers
killed in the line of duty last year. Firearms
took all but 3 of these lives. In addition, 78
officers died in tragic accidents. All of their
memories live on, not only with their friends
and families, but also in the hearts of all of
us who enjoy safer, more peaceful lives be-
cause of their dedicated service.

This week we honor with special gratitude
the nearly 600,000 highly trained law en-
forcement personnel who serve our Nation
each day. Whether working undercover
against drug pushers, gang leaders, and ter-
rorists; apprehending fugitives; responding to
domestic violence calls; or arresting drunk

drivers, these courageous men and women
uphold their pledge to preserve the peace
and promote the public’s safety. In large part
because of their skill and determination,
crime rates in our Nation have fallen to the
lowest point in 25 years, with the murder
rate at its lowest level in 30 years. But the
war on crime is a constant and dangerous
struggle, and during Police Week—and espe-
cially on Peace Officers Memorial Day—we
honor those who serve on the front lines of
that battle.

By a joint resolution approved October 1,
1962 (76 Stat. 676), the Congress has author-
ized and requested the President to des-
ignate May 15 of each year as ‘‘Peace Officers
Memorial Day’’ and the week in which it falls
as ‘‘Police Week,’’ and, by Public Law 103–
322 (36 U.S.C. 167), has requested that the
flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers
Memorial Day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 15, 1999, as Peace
Officers Memorial Day and May 9 through
15, 1999, as Police Week. I call upon the
people of the United States to observe these
occasions with appropriate ceremonies, pro-
grams, and activities. I also request the Gov-
ernors of the States and of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, as well as the appro-
priate officials of all units of government, to
direct that the flag of the United States be
flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memo-
rial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval
vessels throughout the United States and all
areas under its jurisdiction and control. I also
invite all Americans to display the flag at half-
staff from their homes on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
nine, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 12, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 13.
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Message to the Congress on
Certification of Satellite Fuels and
Separation Systems Exports to China
May 10, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the provisions of sec-

tion 1512 of Public Law 105–261, the Strom
Thurmond National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 1999, I hereby certify that
the export to the People’s Republic of China
of satellite fuels and separation systems for
the U.S.-origin Iridium commercial commu-
nications satellite program:

(1) is not detrimental to the United
States space launch industry; and

(2) the material and equipment, includ-
ing any indirect technical benefit that
could be derived from such export,
will not measurably improve the mis-
sile or space launch capabilities of the
People’s Republic of China.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 10, 1999.

Remarks on the New Markets
Initiative
May 11, 1999

Thank you very much. I’d like to begin
by thanking all the business leaders who have
come here to be with us today, the members
of the administration who are here, and espe-
cially the Vice President, for the work that
he has done to spearhead our community
empowerment effort over the last 6 years and
a few months.

I’d like to just say just a word or two by
way of introduction to try to highlight why
I asked these business leaders here today.
You heard the Vice President talk about what
we have tried to do since we came here, since
we passed the first economic plan to give
genuine economic opportunity to all of our
citizens: the empowerment zones, the com-
munity development banks, the kinds of in-
centives we were trying to give to create jobs
and opportunity for people who hadn’t had
them.

And we are very grateful for the record
declines in unemployment among African-
Americans and Hispanic-Americans and for
the fact that the unemployment rate has
dropped dramatically, not only overall but in
many of our toughest, toughest neighbor-
hoods throughout the country.

On the other hand, even though we have
the lowest peacetime unemployment rate
since 1957, there are still 37 cities—37—
where unemployment is double the national
average. There are lots of smaller commu-
nities where children still have to go past
abandoned storefronts to get to a grocery
store to buy a carton of milk. There are rural
areas and very small towns which have had
almost no new investment in the last 6 years.
And of course, in many, many of our Native
American areas and communities there is still
a great deal of economic distress and uncer-
tainty.

So what this whole effort has been about
from the beginning for me, and especially
what we are working on now, is the idea that
we should go into the 21st century leaving
no one behind. We should genuinely create
opportunity for every responsible citizen.
And we are being given a chance to do it.

I told the folks we met with today, it’s
very—I’ve spent a lot of time over the last
6 or 7 years studying how the American econ-
omy works as compared with other advanced
economies in the world. And on balance,
we’ve done a better job of creating jobs,
while others have worked harder to maintain
a sense of community and a greater degree
of equality among working people. The price
they have paid is that they have higher unem-
ployment rates than we do.

We have been given an opportunity now,
because we’ve got the strongest economy in
at least a generation, to prove that we can
bring the benefits of free enterprise to every
neighborhood in America. We can prove that
you can have low unemployment and increas-
ing opportunity. The Vice President pointed
out today that the wealth that minority fami-
lies, for example, and families that live in
poor rural areas have is still dramatically less
than the wealth that average Americans have.
They don’t ever have a chance to accumulate
anything.


